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INDEPENDENT SHAKESPEARE CO. 
Receives Paul Robeson Citation Award  

from Actors' Equity Foundation and Actors’ Equity 

Association 
 

October 16, 2018…Los Angeles… INDEPENDENT SHAKESPEARE CO. has been 

named the 2018 recipient of the PAUL ROBESON AWARD by Actors' Equity 

Foundation and Actors’ Equity Association. The award was presented at the 

Association’s National Membership Meeting in Los Angeles on October 15, 2018. 

 

The Paul Robeson Citation Award honors individuals or organizations that best 

exemplify and practice the principles to which Robeson devoted his life: 

commitment to the freedom of expression and conscience, belief in the Artist’s 

responsibility to society and respect for the individual and dedication and concern 

for service to all humankind. The award was first presented to Robeson himself in 

1971. Subsequent recipients include: Paul Robeson; Maya Angelou; Harry 

Belafonte; Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee; James Earl Jones; Athol Fugard; Lena 

Horne; Joseph Papp; Sidney Poitier; Pete Seeger; Baayork Lee, Artists Striving To 

End Poverty (ASTEP) and its founder Mary-Mitchell Campbell, and Jamal Joseph. 

Independent Shakespeare Co. is only the second organization to receive this honor.  

 

Comments ISC artistic director Melissa Chalsma, “Receiving the Robeson Award is 

such an honor! It is gratifying that AEA recognizes our efforts creating equity of 

access to classical theater (both for audiences as well as artists). We are also pretty 

humbled by the list of past recipients, and will strive to live up to their example!” 
#   #    # 

 (more) 

 

 
 



INDEPENDENT SHAKESPEARE CO.  
Page Two 

 

For more information, photos or for press interviews please contact David 

Elzer/DEMAND PR at 818-508-1754 or at davidelzer@me.com 

 

#   #    # 

ACTORS’ EQUITY FOUNDATION, a philanthropic and humanitarian non-profit 
organization, was created in 1962 to "aid and assist the members of the acting 
profession and to promote the theatre arts." The Foundation carries out its theatrical 
mission by giving grants to over 150 nonprofit theatres across the nation annually and 
to agencies and institutions serving the arts community including AIDS and health 
care programs, diversity initiatives and career transition services.  It is separate from 
Actors’ Equity Association and receives its funding from estate bequests and individual 
donations.  Union dues are not used to fund the Foundation. 
 
 
ACTORS' EQUITY ASSOCIATION, founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor union that 
represents more than 51,000 professional actors and stage managers. Equity endeavors 
to advance the careers of its Members by negotiating wages, working conditions and 
providing a wide range of benefits (health and pension included). Member: AFL-CIO, 
FIA. #EquityWorks.    
 

 
INDEPENDENT SHAKESPEARE CO. (ISC) is marking 2018 with two major 
milestones. With our Griffith Park Free Shakespeare Festival this past summer, ISC 
celebrated the 15th anniversary of presenting free Shakespeare in Los Angeles city 
parks. The Festival has grown to become a tradition for tens of thousands of 
Angelenos, bringing together our diverse, vibrant community through accessible, 
imaginative performances of classical plays. Also in 2018, ISC opened the ISC Studio, 
an upgrade from our previous indoor space into a larger performance venue and 
lounge at the Atwater Arts + Innovation Complex. The ISC Studio is active and 
unpredictable, serving as a multi-purpose and multi-disciplinary laboratory. ISC is the 
2015 recipient of the LA Drama Critics Circle’s highest honor, the Margaret Harford 
Award for sustained excellence in theater, a recipient of an NEA ArtWorks grant and a 
grantee recipient of Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Arts Innovation and Management 
Program. In partnership with the Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Park, we 
moved free Shakespeare in Barnsdall Park in 2010 to Griffith Park, the second largest 
city park in California. The growth in attendance is extraordinary: at our first season 
(at Barnsdall Park in 2004), we played to fewer than 1,000 people; since 2013 we have 
welcomed over 40,000 people each summer to the Old Zoo and have now performed to 
over 382,000 people in the summer. Through classical theater we have attracted a 
community that is young (71% age 35 and under), diverse (48% identify as non-
Caucasian and 77% are middle and lower income), and from all corners of Los 
Angeles. For more information call 818-710-6306 or visit www.iscla.org. 
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