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macbeth she stoops to conquer  
as you like it solemn mockeries cyrano  
a christmas carol with charles dickens 
one swing concert two vaudevilles  
and a symphony  
 

90 performances in Los Angeles 
one performance in New York 
 

over 500 young people served through 
our educational work and more than 
45,000 audience members

We made it onto LA Magazine's 2013 June Do List: 
article by Maria Speidel, photo by Peter Bohler.

Dana Pollak & Ashley Nguyen in 
Macbeth. Photo by Grettel Cortes.



Who We Are 
Independent Shakespeare Co. is a 21st century theater company built on classical plays. 
 

We form connections through invigorating productions of canonical plays and the development of vital new work.  
 

We are committed to discovering fresh ways of creating community with and among our audience.  
 

We  hold that diversity within productions and in the audience creates stronger theatrical experiences.
 

We believe our work has no greater cause than to expand current audiences and create future ones. 

 

Families getting in on the action during a Players in the Park/ 
Teatristas en el parque workshop before a summer performance.

"The company  
exudes conviviality, 
making the audience 
feel part of the show."  
Los Angeles Times 



A family enjoying Vaudeville in the Park. 
Photo by Grettel Cortes.

"Independent Shakespeare 
Company...draws bigger 
crowds to the classics than any 
other company in town."  
LA Stage Times

What We Do 
The Griffith Park Free Shakespeare Festival (presented in partnership with the Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks)  
is our free summer festival of plays where we invite all Angelenos to experience exceptional performances in a beautiful setting. 
 

The Independent Studio is our indoor venue where we create new theatrical works, explore new performance techniques for  
classical plays, give theater artists a place to grow, and invite audiences to become part of the process of creating theater. 
 

Community Engagement is how we foster relationships through educational outreach and performances in schools and  
non-traditional venues. We also build partnerships with businesses as well as other arts organizations and non-profits.



The 2013 festival included: 
40 performances of three plays: She Stoops to Conquer, Macbeth, and As You Like It 
 

Players in the Park / Teatristas en el parque: pre-show workshops for families 
 

The Salon Series: Discussions at the Intersection of Shakespeare & Contemporary Culture 
 

Festival Arts Partners: pre-show performances by a wide spectrum of Los Angeles  
performing artists 
 

Touches of Sweet Harmony with Symphony In The Glen: an evening of Shakespeare, songs, 
and string orchestra 

Griffith Park Free Shakespeare Festival
Our summer festival is our largest program, bringing our community together through 
remarkable performances of great plays. Since we began presenting free productions in 
Los Angeles parks in 2004, it's become one of the broadest-reaching theater events in 
the city.

Erika Soto on the run in She Stoops  
to Conquer. Photo by Grettel Cortes.

43,374 people attended the 2013 Griffith Park Free Shakespeare Festival.  
Theater ticket prices in Los Angeles average about $35. That means the 
festival gives the city more than $1.5 million of free theater!



Our 2013 festival audience was a vibrant cross-section of the City of Los Angeles!  
 

Each performance averaged an audience of over 1,000, with more than 43,000 people 
attending throughout the summer. 
 

In counterpoint to national performing arts trends, 41% of our festival audience earns 
less than $25,000/year, 73% are under 35, and 42% identify as people of color. 
 

We're hard at work making theater accessible to all, inspiring the next generation of 
theater-goers, and bringing our community together! 

David Melville & Aisha Kabia trekking 
into Arden in As You Like It. Photo by 
Grettel Cortes.

The final performance of the summer -  
over 2,600 people! Photo by Colin Burgess.

"This summer season 
barely ended and I'm 
already restlessly  
anticipating your return 
next year."  
G. Lee 
audience member



Independent Studio

Our Studio is a laboratory where we explore new 
performance techniques, develop new works, and 
teach classes. Our Friday Night Drama Club gets 
our audience in on the act as they are invited to 
stay for freewheeling and sometimes contentious 
discussions about our work.

Cyrano  
This company-generated, new translation of Rostand's classic was a minimalist  
re-interpretation of a play known for its sweep and grandeur. Both French and English  
were integrated into this seven-person version of the play. 
 

This production saw the inauguration of the Friday Night Drama Club, our post-show  
discussion series which generates an ongoing conversation with our audience.

Independent Studio
The Studio is our laboratory for creating new works, exploring performance 
techniques for classical plays, expanding our relationship with our audience, 
and giving theater artists a place to grow. 
 

As well as productions, the Studio is home to our Shakespeare workshops.  
 

2013 Studio performances included four full productions, a play reading, and 
several nights of music. We played to over 90% capacity.

Amy Urbina & Andre Martin  
(adaptor and star) in Cyrano.



Macbeth & The Nightmare Floor 
Our workshop production of Macbeth allowed us to explore the impact of rhythm in 
Shakespeare's work as well as new forms of audience connection. 
 

In addition to experimenting with live percussion and the primacy of verse structure, 
we brought the audience into the process. Before the performance, they were invited 
to impact the physical reality of the play by writing their nightmares and fears on the 
floor of the Studio's performance space.  
 

What resulted was an interactive art project that created a compelling frame for the 
production: The Nightmare Floor.  

Solemn Mockeries 
Written especially for the company by Richard Creese, Solemn Mockeries is an elegant and 
funny one-person play. It recounts the life of William-Henry Ireland, the world's greatest 
Shakespeare forger.  
 

Our production didn't just perform in the Studio: we also brought it to New York's United Solo 
Theatre Festival, where it was awarded Best Period Piece.We gave our regards  

to Broadway !

The Nightmare Floor. Photo by Doug Ellison.



Community Engagement

Vaudeville in the Park, our signature fundraising event, saw more than 
500 supporters at our summer performance venue, the Old Zoo in Griffith Park.  
They enjoyed an afternoon of entertainment that featured actor John C. Reilly,  
the Lampshades, Helen Slater, and many more  variety artists and Shakespeare  
performers. It also featured our own house band, Dr. Pinch and the Pinchtones. 

Dr. Pinch & the Pinchtones is part swing band and part  
performance art project. Originating  in our 2012 production of  
Comedy of Errors, it's a unique way we connect with new audiences. 
In 2013, the  band headlined shows from Griffith Park to Los Angeles' 
historic Union Station and released a Pinchtones original single,  
Snow in Georgia. It was a gift to our fans as a free download.

Broadening our boundaries beyond traditional theater events, we deepened our  
relationship with our current audience and invested in the vibrancy of our community. 

The Pinchtones play the Fred Harvey 
Room in Union Station. Go Metro!

John C. Reilly sings at Vaudeville in the 
Park. Photo by Corey Powers.



We teamed up with Atwater Village 
favorite Canelé for an evening of 
Shakespeare, songs, and really, really 
great food. It's one example of how 
we're building relationships with local 
businesses.

We partnered with KCET Artbound 
to create a four-part series on 
mounting our production of  
Macbeth. It was one of their  
most-read features of 2013.

We expanded our work with area schools,  
bringing original curriculum and performances  
to over 500 Los Angeles students through  
workshops, residencies, and student matinees.  
 

We served many more young people through 
the Griffith Park Free Shakespeare Festival, 
where 22% of our 2013 audience  
was 18 years old or younger.

Luis Galindo greeting a school group after Macbeth.

Erwin Tuazon, Brandon Massey, and Danny 
Campbell give Banquo (Erik Mathew) his due.
Photo by Grettel Cortes.



Revenue: $522,840 

Individual contributions:  59% 

Earned income: 21%  

Foundation grants: 9%  

Government support: 6% 

Events: 4% 

Corporate support: 1% 

Expenses: $489,599 

Programs 70% 

Administration 18% 

Fundraising 12%

Financial Report

"Within the first five minutes, I was engaged. By the intermission, I was  
captivated. By the end of the play, I was hooked...permanently. I remember 
walking back to my car, almost in a daze, intoxicated by living art. I recall 
thinking to myself 'What have I missed all of these years?'" 
Frank L. audience member



2013 funders include:  
 
Department of Cultural Affairs, City of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles County Arts Commission  
Annenberg Foundation 
Los Feliz Neighborhood Council 
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council 
East Hollywood Neighborhood Council 
Councilmember Tom LaBonge & Council District Four  
DEW Foundation 
The Sheri and Les Biller Family Foundation 
William Morris Endeavor Foundation 
Union Bank Foundation 
 
The greatest source of financial support we receive is from  
thousands of individual donations. By the people, for the people!

The bucket that is building a 
theater. Photo by Ivy Augusta.

"Summer has become 
about Shakespeare. Your 
family has somehow  
become a part of mine."  
Crystal P. 
audience member



Advisory Committee 
Elena Baranova
Caroline Blakiston
Ralph Fiennes
Kevin Fitzmaurice
Spencer Grammer
Jonathan Kent
Phyllis Z. Miller
RMH Media 
John C. Reilly
Sanford Robbins
Charles Shaughnessy
Helen Slater
Bradley Whitford
Terence Rigby (1937-2008)

Board of Directors  
Bonnie Mark, Chair 
John Bauman 
Eduardo A. Braniff 
Elizabeth Gill Brauer 
Jason Cahill 
Richard Creese 
Rita Hollingsworth 
María Margarita López 
David Melville 
Robert Otey 
Leonora Pitts 
Dika Ryan 

Staff 
Melissa Chalsma  
Artistic Director 
 
David Melville  
Managing Director 
 
Marisa Johnston  
Development &  
Communications Manager 
 
Sarah Cronk  
Office Administrator 
 
Mary Guilliams  
Business Manager 
 
Xavi Moreno  
Community Outreach  
& Social Media Coordinator 

Contact Us 
Independent Shakespeare Co. 
3191 Casitas Avenue, #168 
Los Angeles, CA 90039 
(818) 710-6306 
www.iscla.org 

Thank you for your support in 2013.  
We are proud to play our part in  
celebrating the vibrant community of 
Los Angeles and look forward to a 
2014 of continued growth and great 
theater. 
 
Bonnie Mark 
Chair of the Board of Directors 
Independent Shakespeare Co.

www/iscla.org

